
BAS (Basingstoke Area Sustainability) meeting notes
Thursday 11th September 2024

Present:
Tony Flahive (Tadley Environmental Group/Tadley PC), Vanessa Richards (Sustainable Silchester), Alison Zarecky(BDBC), Alex Patrick-Smith (Burgclere PC) Jane Grindey (Calleva Community Energy), Diane Jackson (Overton PC and Sustainable Overton), Malcolm McInnes (Greener Basingstoke and Brookvale),  Sam Taylor (BDBC)
Apologies: Alan Cox (Ashmansworth PC), Derek Prior (North Hampshire Repair Café), Russell  Clark (Baughurst PC), Rowan Harding (GB), Gill Smallman (Natural Basingstoke), Antonia Berridge (BDBC Green Team), Annie Bird (BDBC Rangers), John Kitchin (Whitchurch PC)

· Alison welcomed new members to the group (Jane, Alex and Diane)
· Sam presented the proposed updated Terms of Reference (TORs) to the group for comment
· The group were broadly happy with the TORs, and the decision to now host this on the Sustainable Basingstoke website, including a video of any speakers, and to provide a link for BDAPTC and anyone else who would like one to promote the group more widely.
· Alison to ask the whole group who is happy to chair a meeting maybe once a year – so that we can have more communal ownership of the group. BDBC can carry on doing the admin of booking the meetings, and the recordings, and taking the notes,  and perhaps the chair could help with organising the agendas for each meeting and finding speakers where required. This is a point for discussion/agreement. 
· The group also supported the idea of promoting BAS more widely to promote more action across the borough.
· Alison to circulate the updated TORs to the whole group for any further comments from those not present. Deadline for comments is 4th October 2024.
· The group discussed targets and expressed the desire for the council to have a roadmap, showing what needs to happen in each area for the borough to decarbonise and how they can contribute or how their own targets (as, e.g. groups or parishes) fit into this. Council turning attention to area-wide decarbonisation and what is required and will take comments on board. Alison signposted the Impact tool https://impact-tool.org.uk/footprint/search which gives both the consumption and the territorial carbon footprints of each parish and ward, which has been updated with case studies.
· Alison requested if the group could share information on the free retrofit surveys that are available via the Local Energy Advice Demonstrator (LEAD) funding in parish newsletters or social media, as the uptake on these has been low. 
· Alison presented the suggested topics for the next year, for the group to input. Alison to circulate the updated list to the whole group for further comment/information. 
· Tony recommended the following book from local wildlife author, photographer and conservationist Paul Sterry: The Biodiversity Gardener published by Wild Nature Press.
