September 15, 2011

	MINUTES OF MEETING

	Title:
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish and Town Councils

	Held On:
	Thursday 15 September 2011

	Present:
	Martin Slatford – Baughurst
Chris Holland – Bramley
Martin Biermann – Chineham
Julian Jones – Dummer
Patrick Hedgeland – Highclere
Michael Jenkins – Highclere
Peter Goff – Kingsclere
Peter Collins – Mortimer West End
John Robertson – Mortimer West End
Roger Booth – Newnham
Nigel Bell – Newnham
Robert Cooper – North Waltham
John Strawbridge – Oakley & Deane
Brian Langer – Overton
Sandy Johnston – Sherfield on Loddon
Christine Keeling – Tadley
Paul McGarvey – Whitchurch
John Leek – Wootton St Lawrence
Karen Brimacombe - BDBC

	Apologies:
	Alan Cox – Ashmansworth
Les Fryer – Chineman
John Jervoise – Herriard
Mr Richardson – Lichfield and Woodcott
Keith Nuttall – Newtown
Rodney Scott – Oakley & Deane
Ivan Gosden – Sherfield on Loddon
John Raymond – Winslade
Paula Chatterton – BDBC
Clive Sanders - BDBC


	
	Action

	1 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
1.1 The minutes were agreed as an accurate record.
1.2 Community Speedwatch – An overview of the current requirements and equipment quotations was circulated. A copy is attached to the end of these minutes. The quote from CA Traffic was the cheapest to comply with Hampshire Police specification. BDAPTC had negotiated a contract price of £1870.00 plus delivery and VAT Should you wish to purchase please quote BDAPTCQ09375 
C Hammond raised a concern about getting a minimum of 6 volunteers required .. It was suggested that parishes could pool resources. M Slatford asked that if there was an interest in CSW and Councils could not raise 6 people that they contact him with the number of volunteers that they have. He would then link potential partners so they could pool volunteers and share equipment costs . Several Councils reported increased Police ativity with calibrated speed
1.3 BDBC Budget Proposals – K Brimacombe wrote to Parish Clerks to gain information on what the impact of freezing the parish grant or reducing it by 10% would have on the parishes. K Brimacombe advised that this information received is being collated.
She advised that BDBC officers will be recommending no reduction for 2012/13, however this has to then be agreed by Borough Councillors. Recommendations will go to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in October/November and consultation will close on 24 December and the final budget will be set in February 2012.
	

	2 Draft National Planning Policy Framework
	

	2.1 R Booth circulated a response from Newnham Parish Council to the draft document prior to the meeting and talked through some of the main points of the response at the meeting. He advised that at least one person from each Parish Council should read through the document and send a response to the consultation.
2.2 A number of comments were made:
· M Biermann suggested that Parish Councils also look at the Site Selection document that is being presented to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in conjunction with the Draft National Planning Policy Framework. There was a brief discussion on the sites that have been selected, K Brimacombe confirmed that the sites that are being recommended by BDBC Officers are those that will go forward into the Core Strategy if approved. All sites have been tested for sustainability. 

· M Biermann also raised a concern about the number of tick boxes in the consultation and suggested that people also make comments where able to. 

· B Langer raised that people are getting confused between ‘greenbelt’ land and ‘greenfield’ sites. He wanted everyone to be aware that there is no ‘greenbelt’ land in Basingstoke and Deane, which is protected unlike ‘greenfield’ sites which can be developed. 

· There was a brief discussion about creating Neighbourhood Plans – K Brimacombe advised that these will be discussed at the Parish Conference.
	

	3 Feedback from Hampshire Insurance Forum
3.1 S Johnston gave an update on the ‘Playground and Open Spaces Risks’ event, which covered defining key risks and looking at the legal liabilities in the ownership or control of playgrounds and open spaces. If Councils would like copies of these notes please contact Martin Slatford.
3.2 J Jones asked about the control of rabbits if they are destroying the play areas. The regulations for play areas exclude the killing of animals – did this include pests like rabbits ? K Brimacombe will find out and feedback.
	KB

	4 Proposals for improved local transport
4.1 B Langer provided brief feedback on the meeting he attended.
4.2 K Brimacombe will confirm funding for transport services for 2012/13.
	KB

	5 National Association of Local Councils (NALC) latest feedback
	

	5.1 There was not update. There are still communication problems between HALC and NALC.
	

	6 Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)
6.1 It was reported that HALC will be discussing an increase in membership fees, which it states is necessary as Hampshire County Council is cutting funding to HALC.
6.2 After a discussion, most felt that there was value belonging to HALC, however a number of representatives were concerned about continuing their membership if there was an increase.
	

	7 Discussion on BDBC related topics
M Biermann raised a concern about the numbers of banners being put up by organisations around Chineham and that it takes too long for BDBC to arrange for their removal. K Brimacombe advised that this is a matter that needs to be taken up with Planning Enforcement at BDBC and also report to roads@hants.gov.uk or 0845603 5633. Richard Wareham of BDBC suggests the complainant neds to emphasise that road safety is compromised and that a rapid response is required 
B Langer advised that the Highway Inspector of Hampshire County Council states that banners need to be legible and need to be removed as soon as possible after the event they are promoting.
	

	8 Discussion on HCC related topics
8.1 None were raised.
	

	9 Discussion on topics raised by members
9.1 It was noted that travellers on land in Bramley were due to be moving on.
9.2 A consultation on parliamentary constituencies is now available which might affect some parishes.
9.3 It was noted that a report is going to Borough Councillors on maintaining public toilets in the future. Councillors will have to decide if they still want to provide this service or if responsibility might be transferred to Parish Councils. 
	

	10 Reports
10.1 Local Strategic Partnership – Nothing to report.
10.2 Community Safety Forum - S Johnston reported that crime is up 8% overall, domestic and general violence is down, but acquisitive crime is up.
10.3 Disability Forum – S Johnston talked about DisabledGo, a website which provides information on access to a range of public places. He advised that the disabled youth programme had gone well.
10.4 Voluntary Services Forum – J Jones advised that an event is planned for Festival Place on volunteering.
	

	11 Parish Conference Plans – 28 November
11.1 The conference is due to start at 7.15pm (refreshments will be available from 6.45pm) and will finish by 9pm.
The topics for the workshops are:
· Neighbourhood plans. 

· Core Strategy. 

· Smarter procurement – K Brimacombe advised that she will be writing to Parish Clerks to find out what they will be procuring over the next few months, to see if savings can be made. 

· Community engagement.
Space at the conference allows for two representatives from each Parish Council, but more could be allowed depending on take up of places.
	

	12 Dates of future meetings
12.1 The following dates were agreed:
· 23 February 2012
· 14 June 2012 

· 20 September 2012
	

	
	


What is Community Speedwatch?
Community SpeedWatch (CSW) is a scheme that has been successfully running across various parts of the country which Hampshire Constabulary are hoping to introduce into Hampshire
Details of the vehicles will be collected at the time of the alleged offence and then entered onto a database.
The registered owner of the vehicle will then be sent a letter telling them that their vehicle was seen exceeding the speed limit, how it affects the local community and asking them not to do so in the future.
If the same registration number is logged again within 12 months the owner will receive a warning that if the vehicle is seen speeding a third time the details will be passed to an officer who may take further action
It is important to remember that SpeedWatch is not designed to “catch” speeders, it is designed to educate them and in doing so lower speeds.
If a serious issue with speed is identified by SpeedWatch, police officers will take over the site and conduct enforcement operations.
This long term aspect of SpeedWatch is key to its success and provides the “teeth” of the scheme.
Why do we want Community Speedwatch?
Speeding is one of the factors that most affects the quality of life in communities around Hampshire.
What do we need to do as Parish Councils to get the scheme running?

1) Choose the equipment and purchase it.
BDAPTC have negotiated a contract price of £1870 plus delivery and VAT for equipment from CA Traffic .
This quotation has been checked by Hampshire Constabulary and HCC
Should you wish to purchase please quote BDAPTCQ09375.
The other product approved by Hampshire Constabulary is from Traffic Technology.Their price is £2550 + VAT
Other suppliers of similar equipment include
SIGNWAY SUPPLIES (DATCHET) LTD also offer a system at £3,545.00 + VAT
And Radarlux offer their Radarlux MiniVisor 230 NG VAS/SID at £2482.06 + VAT
2) Identify which roads CSW will operate on
Suitable roads are either 20/30mph and occasionally 40mph dependant on data on the specific road. If the perception is that vehicles regularly speed on these roads the likelihood is that they will be approved for CSW.The police will approve the location and do a risk assessment to make sure that the volunteers are in a safe location.
3) Identify and recruit volunteers
Volunteers will need to be approved by the Police.
There will be two levels of vetting. Level 1 will be all volunteers . Level 2 will allow the volunteer access to the police station and an IT log-in so that they can input the data
It will take on average between 4-6weeks to approve a volunteer
. Contact details for potential volunteers will be sent to PCSO Pete Coe
There is no minimum hourly commitment for volunteers, 1-2hours per session would be ideal. There is no limit to the number of volunteers, and training by the police is free
. In order to set up the scheme a minimum of 6 volunteers are required, with a minimum of 3 required to carry out CSW at any time. This is one person to watch the speed detection equipment and two to record details of the vehicle.
After CSW a Level 2 volunteer will then attend a police station (initially this can be done by Police if needed) and input the data recorded.This can be done at Tadley or Whitchurch 
Overnight data is automatically checked against PNC (police national computer) and sent back to the police station with printing facilities Initially this will be the main Basingstoke station . They then re attend (ideally the next day, but as long as it is within 14 days it is ok) the station and print off letters ready to send out to those drivers caught
Police Contact is PCSO Pete Coe 14458 based at Tadley Police Station,
either via 0845 045 45 45 ext 625 147 or peter.coe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
This document is based on that presented at the June 2011 meeting of BDAPTC by Pete Coe with later information from Martin Slatford. It is a guide to procedure which must comply with Police rules 
