March 20, 2008

BASINGSTOKE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF PARISH
AND TOWN COUNCILS
	Minutes of the Meeting of the Association (Awaiting approval)

	Date:
	20th March 2008
	
	

	Place:
	Civic Offices, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council

	Present:
	Baughurst
	Martin Slatford (Chair)

	
	Bramley
	Judy Foyle

	
	Chineham
	Martin Biermann, Les Fryer

	
	Kingsclere
	Peter Woodman

	
	Monk Sherborne
	Claire Bryant

	
	Mortimer West End 
	Peter Collins, John Robertson

	
	Newnham
	Roger Booth

	
	North Waltham 
	Malcolm Dixon

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Sandy Johnston

	
	Silchester
	Vanessa Richards

	
	Wootton St Lawrence 
	Roddy Jameson

	Guests:
	Basingstoke & Deane Over 55s Forum
	Graham Finlayson (Chairman)
Gerald Merritt (Secretary)

	Attending:
	Newtown(and Minute Secretary)
	Ros Brandwood

	Apologies:
	Dummer
	Julian Jones

	
	Ellisfield
	Jacqui Matthews

	
	Hurstbourne Priors
	Charles Cardiff

	
	Old Basing
	Keith Nuttall

	
	St Mary Bourne
	Michael Widén, Margaret Corbett

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Bruce Batting

	
	BDBC
	Karen Brimacombe, George White

	1.
	Apologies - as above
	

	2. 
	Presentation on the Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum
Messrs Finlayson and Merritt gave a presentation on the Basingstoke & Deane Over 55’s Forum which was established in 2004 as part of the strategy “Promoting Quality of Life for Older People in Basingstoke & Deane”. It is a voluntary organisation with a membership approaching 500. It holds regular meetings with a wide variety of speakers, produces a newsletter and organises social events. Appendix 1
For further information:
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Community/over55s
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/55plus
For membership details, contact the Secretary at gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com or telephone 01256 412119
It was suggested that the Forum advertise in parish magazines to promote wider membership.
	

	3.
	Minutes of the last meeting on 11th December 2007
The minutes were approved.
	

	4.
	Matters arising
	

	4.1
	HATs (Hampshire Action Teams)

Cllr Biermann had nothing to report.
	

	4.2
	Representation to BDBC’s review of the ‘Streets for People, Roads for Cars’ traffic calming initiative
No response had been received. The Chairman to chase. 
	

	4.3
	Introduction of larger HGVs
No feedback had been received. The Chairman to chase. 
	

	4.4
	Information from Parish Liaison meeting (5th March 2008)

The introduction of the new national planning application template, 1APP, and the development of ‘e-planning’ was highlighted. 
	

	5.
	Finance
Mr Woodman reported that he hoped to be able to complete the formalities regarding the Association’s bank account shortly.
	

	6.
	Parish and Community Plans – meeting 26th February 2008
A report on the Parish & Community Planning Workshop hosted by BDBC and Community Action Hampshire (supported by the Local Strategic Partnership) had been circulated prior to the meeting. Appendix 2
	

	7.
	Reports
	

	7.1
	HALC
Cllr Biermann reported briefly on the following:

· HALC were looking for new premises: reluctant to renew current lease. 

· NALC finances were being stretched. 

· HALC representation on SEERA (to be replaced by SEEDA). 

· ‘Double taxation’ on cemeteries. 

· Parking outside schools and the difficulty of enforcing yellow lines. 

· The apparently complacent attitude of the Environment Agency with regard to flooding.
	

	7.2.
	Basingstoke Voluntary Forum
There was no report.
	

	7.3
	Community Safety Forum
Sandy Johnston reported on recent crime figures, community wardens and the reprieve for the 101 Single Non-Emergency Number.

Members were aware of proposals to reorganise the local beat officer arrangements and of possible uniform changes - more details were awaited.
	

	7.4
	Local Strategic Partnership
A report by Nigel Bell on the LSP Board meeting (21st February 2008) had been circulated prior to the meeting appendix 3 
Roger Booth had some concern about the apparent ‘two tier’ system of the organisation and wondered if communication could be improved.
	

	7.5
	Postwatch
A report by Brian Langer had been circulated prior to the meeting 
	

	8.
	Any Other Business
	

	a)
	It was noted that, in future, the Parish Liaison Meetings for clerks were to be held during the day instead of in the evenings in an attempt to encourage greater attendance. It was suggested that if the clerk was unable to attend, a councillor could be delegated to attend instead - to be considered.
	

	9.
	Dates of Meetings -2008
Thursdays: 19th June (and AGM), 18th September, 11th December
	

	Chairman, Martin Slatford
……………………………………………………………………
	
	Date
…………




LSP Board Meeting 21 February 2008
Chairman’s Introduction

Stephen Sheedy has been at two national meetings of other LSP chairmen: other partnerships are impressed at how Basingstoke has involved so many groups of stake-holders, and in this the involvement of Parish Councils appears unusual. Our ability to explain to other Basingstoke partners how we operate and the limitations we experience has been eye opening to them.

Matters Arising from Meeting on 15 November 2007

Chairman stated that Roger Booth’s presentation on sustainability would not be forgotten in future LSP deliberations.
LAA (Local Area Agreement)
All parishes have the opportunity to contribute to BDBC before 04.03.08 when a workshop with HCC will happen to enable HCC to submit its priorities to GOSE by 31.03.08. As explained in the last LSP Board Meeting report, the Government has issued a list of 198 National Indicators (NIs) and a further 35 priority indicators are required to be identified from this list by districts. More detail is available from www3.hants.gov.uk/localareaagreement

Basingstoke’s contribution is on 8 themes all overtly ‘motherhood’ issues:

A Improve life chances of children & young people

B Support for businesses, skills, workforce development & employment

C Improve coordination of transport & access to services across the county

D Improve access to housing & accommodation

E Tackling crime & antisocial behaviour recognising the harm of drug & alcohol misuse

F Promote the health & well-being of people in Hampshire

G Using material resources more efficiently

H Empower local people to have a greater voice & influence over decision-making & the delivery of services.

Have your say before 04.03.08.
During the discussion the NEF (Natural Environment Forum) chairman pointed out that NI 197 referred to ‘Improved local biodiversity — active management of local sites’ and stressed the Natural Environment came a poor third in the Borough’s planning. It is worth pointing out that Basingstoke lacks a Biodiversity Action Plan. In fact the biodiversity of the whole Borough has not been studied, but without knowing what biodiversity we have we cannot know what should be protected for local (not national) reasons. You may like to draw attention to this.

Also, NB pointed out that under Theme C (above) the BDAPTC was very keen to see 30 mph limits in all villages. The Chairman said this was well understood.

Local Development Framework: Core Strategy Issues & Options Consultation
The closing date for public, and parish, responses is 10 March 2008. We urge all parishes to respond on some or all issues. You can find the document on www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/ldf and there is an accompanying response form, which you can use. However, you can also write in and by law the Council officers are obliged to read everything sent to them. NB stressed that if the Council wants people to respond to their documents, and if they do not accept the ideas of correspondents, the least the Council can do is reply explaining why the ideas are not being taken up.

The Borough is bound to examine all possible approaches, e.g. develop south of M3. So we suggest that when responding you should explain your reasoning of why you object to, or approve of, any Issue. We suggest poor infrastructure is a key matter that the Borough, SEEDA, GOSE and Government need to understand in respect of the whole Borough. It is yet possible the figure of 895 new dwellings per year (p.19 § 2.15) will be seen to be ridiculous.

NB’s view is that the whole document is unbalanced: the Draft SE Plan called for a sustainable balance between, the Economy, Social Well-being and Environmental Quality. However, this document stresses the Economy with some account of Social Aspects and very little understanding of the importance people attach to the Natural Environment. The Image of Basingstoke that comes through is of headlong growth and this is a poor strategy for future generations because once the biodiversity and countryside are lost they are gone for ever.

Respond before 10. 03.08
LSP Review
The Basingstoke LSP was found to be effective by the Audit Commission in December 2007. But in June 2008 the LSP will have to review itself to see if it continues to be ‘fit for purpose’ and to see what changes will be necessary.

Community Engagement
BDBC has a Corporate Communications and Marketing department (Manager Natalie Sweet). NB suggested this organisation should make itself known to Parish Councils. It is understood that a presentation has been made to the Parish Clerks’ quarterly meeting. If you are unaware of its work you may care to seek more information.

Nigel Bell (vice Roger Booth) 22.02.08



Extract from HALC email of 15th February
Core Skills for Councillors
The 12th June 'Core Skills for Councillors' session is now taking bookings. Please do book quickly, as many people were disappointed not to get a place in the forthcoming March session. This training is predominantly designed for those councillors who have been in office less than 12 months, so if a councillor has already attended this session it is unlikely that they will benefit significantly from attending again. Liz Bourne (the professional trainer who runs many of our sessions) and I have recently re-designed this session to be even more participative and focused on the key learning that a councillor will need as they find their feet at your meetings. If you do miss out on the June session, we have a date provisionally set for July and further sessions may well be run in September and November if required. For all of the details of the June session, please look in the 'notices' section of our website.

Website - members' area
Which leads me neatly into reminding you about the changes to our website. I am sure that most of you are old-hands at accessing the members' area by now, but just in case:

To view the documents that we previously sent out as paper mailings, you need to do the following….

1. Find your username (usually your parish name or a derivative thereof) and password. This was sent to you by Judy in early December, but if you really can't find it, please do contact us again on the usual email address and we will send you a reminder.

2. Click on 'log in' on the right-hand side of the homepage (www.hampshirealc.org) and enter the above details and press 'submit'

3. Click on the 'Members' Area' button at the top of the page 
4. Click on the 'notices' button on the left-hand side of the page. The notices that you find there will be all of those that would previously have been sent as paper mailings. Don’t forget….
5. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click the 'email me when this page is updated' button. This way you won't need to go in and check to make sure we haven't posted anything new that you've missed. Steven will also be including a list of all of the notices from time to time in his Friday email - just so that you can double-check that you haven't missed anything.

There is still a lot of information available in the 'open access' areas of the site, but if you aren't based within a specific parish and need to access the members' area please contact us. 

Community Planning
Is there a group in your parish currently putting together a parish plan or working on a town healthcheck? If so, they may well be eligible to receive a grant to cover the cost of hiring rooms for public meetings, printing and distributing questionnaires etc. The grant scheme isending in March so applications must be in soon - make sure your parish or town doesn't miss out!

For more information please contact: 
Parishes - Jo at Community Action Hampshire - joanna.dixon@action.hants.gov.uk 
Towns - Anne at Hampshire County Council - anne.harrison@hants.gov.uk



Parish & Community Planning Workshop
26th February 2008
Popley Fields Community Centre
The workshop was hosted by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council and Community Action Hampshire and was supported by the Local Strategic Partnership.

Sixteen representatives from 10 parish councils within the Borough attended.

June Balcombe, BDBC’s Community Development Manager, gave the introduction on what constitutes a parish plan and the benefits. Stephan Sheedy, Chairman of the LSP Board gave the LSP perspective on the objective of building stronger local communities.

Jeremy Barber, Chair of Longparish Parish Council, gave an excellent presentation covering their experience of completing a parish plan in a community of some 700 population and 300 households in the Test Valley, including:

Why did we do a parish plan?

Who did it?

What did it do?

What’s actually happened as a result?

The parish plan can be downloaded from:

http://www.longparish.org.uk/parishplan/plan/parishplan.pdf
Chris Scorey, Chairman of Hungerford 2010+ Town Plan, gave the experience of a market town of some 5000 residents. Details of the Town Plan can be downloaded from:

http://www.hungerford.uk.net/2010mainpages/2010_intro.php
Short extracts from a DVD produced by Shropshire County Council and an introduction to the Parish Planning Toolkit were given.

Main conclusions from the event:

· Parish plans are being driven by the Community Team in the Neighbourhood Development Business Unit at the Borough and Community Action Hampshire (Voluntary Sector Organisation), and not, as I and many others had assumed, by the Planning departments. 

· Typically take about 3 years to complete. Now only limited external funding is available, although staff resources are available to give assistance in the Borough Council and in Community Action Hampshire. . 

· Parish plans need to be initiated by the parish / town council, but are carried out by a team of volunteers from the community – a strong leader is an essential. 

· Although parish plans adopted by the parish / town council do not become part of the formal Planning documentation (for example, they will not become a Supplementary Planning Document), they are often used and quoted by Planning Departments when determining applications for development. 

· The plan collects the views of the community on what is important about the parish and should be retained and what needs to be changed. Covers the whole range of community issues, including environmental (e.g. open spaces); road safety and transport; social; employment etc etc. 

· When done well, the major benefit is a significant increase in community cohesion and activities. 

· June Balcombe will be happy to discuss with councils who wish to explore further, including a first local workshop.

Roger Booth, 27th February 2008
