June 28, 2007

BASINGSTOKE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
	Approved Minutes of the Meeting of the Association

	Date:
	28th June 2007
	
	

	Place:
	Civic Offices, BDBC

	Present:
	Baughurst
	Sheila Allen (from 9.15pm),
Martin Slatford (Chair)

	
	Chineham
	Martin Biermann (from 9.15pm)

	
	Dummer
	Julian Jones

	
	Ecchinswell,Syd’ton & Bishops Green
	Brian Flanders

	
	Mortimer West End 
	Peter Collins, John Robertson

	
	Newnham
	Roger Booth

	
	Overton
	Brian Langer

	
	Pamber
	George McGarvie

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Sandy Johnston

	
	Silchester
	Vanessa Richards

	Guest:
	BDBC
	David Robb (Head of Internal Audit and Monitoring Officer)

	Attending:
	Newtown(and Minute Secretary)
	Ros Brandwood

	Apologies:
	Chineham
	Les Fryer

	
	Farleigh Wallop
	Lord Portsmouth

	
	Hurstbourne Priors
	Charles Cardiff

	
	Kingsclere
	Peter Woodman

	
	Monk Sherborne
	David Simpson

	
	Newnham
	Nigel Bell

	
	North Waltham 
	Malcolm Dixon

	
	Old Basing & Lychpit
	Doug Clark, Keith Nuttall

	
	St Mary Bourne
	Michael Widén, Margaret Corbett

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Bruce Batting

	
	Tadley
	

	1.
	Minutes of the last meeting on 29th March 2007
	

	
	The minutes were approved.
	

	2.
	Apologies - as above.
	

	
	It was agreed that Item 4 be taken next to allow the speaker to leave.
	

	4.
	The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007
	

	
	Mr Robb gave a presentation on how the new Model Code applies to parish and town councils. A copy of the presentation is attached (appendix 1). Some points arose as follows:

i) When the Code is adopted, the council must notify the Standards Board for England(an email will suffice) and publish notice in local newspaper (BDBC will undertake to do this).

ii) Attention was drawn to the fact that paragraph 12(2) gives elected members with a prejudicial interest the same rights as members of the public to speak to a meeting on the issue, but then leave before the main discussion and vote. To adopt this paragraph the resolution needs to refer to it specifically. Councils will need to check their standing orders (and amend, if necessary) with regard to rights of members of the public to make representations.

iii) Within 28 days of adoption all councillors must complete new register of members interest form and send it to Monitoring Officer. The Clerk can take copies for local records.

iv) Gifts and hospitality over £25 must be included in the register of members interests and disclosed at meetings if relevant.

v) Care to be taken that local authority publicity (including newsletters) is not used improperly for political purposes.

The link to the Standards Board for Englandversion of the model code of conduct for Parish Councils: http://www.standardsboard.gov.uk/TheCodeofConduct/
Mr Robb willing to provide ad hoc advice: contact
email: david.robb@basingstoke.gov.uk, direct telephone: 01256 845315
	

	3.
	Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting - 29th March 2007
	

	a)
	Kingsclere PC had taken up with BDBC the matter of the costs of making new dog control orders, with regard to the dual taxation aspect. The Borough has now agreed to raise and pay for the required dog control orders in Kingsclere and the necessary public consultation was being carried out. Asked if the facility would be extended to all parish councils, BDBC stated that they would see how it went in Kingsclere.
	

	b)
	The accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006 had been independently examined and were accepted by the meeting.
	

	c)
	It was believed that amendments to the HAPTC constitution were still ongoing.
	

	d)
	North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: Cllr Langer’s six year term of office comes to a close at the end of the year. Elections will take place in the autumn; anyone interested should put their names forward. email: info@northwessexdowns.org.uk, telephone: 01488 685440
	

	5.
	Reports
	

	a)
	HAPTC
Cllr Langer reported briefly on:

i) Continuing dissatisfaction with the service provided by NALC; HAPTC has made arrangements to get legal advice from a specialist firm of solicitors rather than NALC.

ii) The level of the affiliation fee is being considered.

iii) The additional audit requirements relating to the effectiveness of the system of internal audit.

iv) Norwich Union was offering parish council insurance – providing further competition in the sector.

v) There was some concern about the lack of feedback coming up from the District Associations.
	

	b)
	Community Safety Forum
A report had been circulated. (appendix 2)
	

	c)
	Local Strategic Partnership (LSP)

A report by Cllr Booth had been circulated. Some points of note:

i) Notice of LSP Conference on 12th July at the Ark Conference Centre to discuss development in the borough over next 20 years.

ii) BDBC has been identified as ‘Diamond for Growth’; there was some concern that emphasis on economic growth might have detrimental effect on environment and rural areas.

iii) Basingstoke Voluntary Services (BVS). The new chief executive would like to attend a BDAPTC meeting to give brief talk on functions of the BVS. It was agreed to invite her to the December meeting.
	

	d)
	Post Watch
It had been agreed that the chairman of the RG post code area panel for Postwatch's South and West region, Pete Atkinson, be invited to speak at the September meeting. This was confirmed.
	

	e)
	North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Cllr Langer mentioned the Sustainable Development Funding. Natural Englandhas given £70,000 for the SDF Grant Fund this year for projects that have a positive impact on the North Wessex Downs. Details available from the website: http://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk
	

	f)
	Natural Environment Forum
A report by Cllr Bell on the meeting held on 25th May had been circulated.
	

	6.
	Any Other Business
	

	a)
	Licensing Act 2003
Copy correspondence on this topic had been circulated prior to the meeting. In answer to a question raised, the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) had issued guidance confirming that parish and town councils were interested parties in the matter of Licensing Hearings. However, principal authorities in Hampshire do not appear to have a consistent approach in this matter. After some discussion, it was agreed that BDAPTC write to BDBC requesting confirmation that parish councils will be informed automatically of licensing applications, and that they will be treated as interested parties. It was suggested that borough councillors be asked to support this stance.
	

	b)
	Consultation documentation
There was some agreement that the bulk of consultation documents was excessive. The matter to be carried forward to the next meeting.
	

	c)
	Pension provision for clerks
Following a question raised by Cllr Richards, there was some discussion on various means of provision.
	

	7.
	Dates of Next Meetings
Thursday 27th September

Tuesday 11th December
	

	Chairman, Martin Slatford
……………………………………………………………………
	
	Date
……




BASINGSTOKE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF PARISH
AND TOWN COUNCILS
	DRAFT Minutes of the AGM of the Association

	Date:
	28th June 2007
	
	

	Place:
	Civic Offices, BDBC

	Present:
	Baughurst
	Sheila Allen

Martin Slatford (Chair)

	
	Chineham
	Martin Biermann

	
	Dummer
	Julian Jones

	
	Ecchinswell,Syd’ton & Bishops Green
	Brian Flanders

	
	Mortimer West End
	Peter Collins, John Robertson

	
	Newnham
	Roger Booth

	
	Overton
	Brian Langer

	
	Pamber
	George McGarvie

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Sandy Johnston

	
	Silchester
	Vanessa Richards

	Apologies:
	Chineham
	Les Fryer

	
	Farleigh Wallop
	Lord Portsmouth

	
	Hurstbourne Priors
	Charles Cardiff

	
	Kingsclere
	Peter Woodman

	
	Monk Sherborne
	David Simpson

	
	Newnham
	Nigel Bell

	
	Newtown
	Ros Brandwood

	
	North Waltham
	Malcolm Dixon

	
	Old Basing & Lychpit
	Doug Clark, Keith Nuttall

	
	St Mary Bourne
	Michael Widén, Margaret Corbett

	
	Sherfield on Loddon
	Bruce Batting

	
	Tadley
	

	1.
	Minutes of the last AGM on 27th June 2006
	

	
	The minutes were approved.
	

	2.
	Apologies - as above.
	

	3.
	Election of officers
	

	
	Martin Slatford was unanimously re-elected as Chairman of the Association. There were no nominations for Vice Chair. Sheila Allen was unanimously re-elected as Treasurer.

The Chairman advised that he could not make the September meeting. Martin Biermann offered to chair that meeting.
	

	4.
	Appointment of representatives to HAPTC
	

	
	Martin Slatford, Martin Biermann , Brian Langer and Les Fryer were appointed.
	

	5.
	Appointment of representatives on Basingstoke Voluntary Forum
	

	
	Julian Jones and Terry Price were appointed.
	

	6.
	Appointment of representative on Community Safety Forum
	

	
	Julian Jones was appointed.
	

	7.
	Appointment of representative on Local Strategic Partnership
	

	
	Roger Booth was appointed.
	

	8.
	Appointment of representative on Postwatch Committee
	

	
	Brian Langer was appointed.
	

	9.
	Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2006
Independently examined accounts , which had been approved at last year’s AGM , were circulated.
	

	10.
	Any other business
	

	a)
	Grant application to HAPTC.

It was agreed that no grant be requested again this year.
	

	Chairman, Martin Slatford
……………………………………………………………………
	
	Date
………


